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‘I like how 

they always 

ask how 

your day is' 

Young person, 

Create Club
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Introduction

Create Paisley works wonders. We’re a small charity, with 
limited resources, but incredibly resourceful - there for 
young people, week in, week out. Embedded in communities 
with high levels of poverty, social isolation, and challenges 
with mental health, we create safe, calm, welcoming, creative 
spaces. I’ve seen at first hand how important that is - to 
be listened to, taken seriously, to have a space to discover 
new skills and make new friends. In our fast-changing, digital 
world, these ‘In Real Life’ connections are increasingly vital, 
as is sparking young people’s creativity and seeing it flourish.

2025-26 was a solid, stable year in financial terms, keeping 
a tight control on our costs, while growing our fundraising. 
We very nearly balanced the books, but with a growing list of 
multi-year funders to help sustain us over the coming years.

Against that backdrop, our work with young people has gone 
from strength to strength, with our youth work engaging 
542 young people in a sustained, in depth way, through our 
drop-ins, schools programme and community partnerships. 

None of this would be possible without all our staff, 
volunteers, trustees, partners, funders and all the amazing, 
talented, creative young people we work with, who inspire us 
and keep us on our toes. To all of you, a huge and heartfelt 
thank you for being part of Team Create!

Jonathan Lloyd
Chief Executive

Welcome to our latest annual report and financial statements. 2025-26 saw 
us expand our range of community partnerships to reach new groups of 
children and young people locally, as well as the establishment of our Young 
Volunteers programme - embedding youth voice and pathways at the heart 
of our programme.

Jonathan Lloyd
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At CREATE Paisley, our vision is to see young people transformed through 
creativity, community, confidence and finding their voice. We work alongside 

them to help them build on their strengths and potential. 

Through a mix of drop-ins, schools and community partnerships, and 
volunteering opportunities, we support young people to develop their skills, 

support networks and resilience. 

Vision

Values
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creativity

confidence

community

voice

Young people 

develop

creative skills.

Young people have 

access to creative 

& cultural 

opportunities.

Young people 

develop friendships 

& supportive 

relationships.

Young people 

are meaningfully 

engaged in the 

community.

Young people 

increase in 

confidence & 

wellbeing.

Young people are 

more resilient & 

optimistic for 

the future.

Young people find 

it easier to express 

themselves.

Young people’s 

voices are heard 

& acted on.



Our
Work

Our work is organised around 
three interconnecting strands. 
We provide opportunities: 

To support a young person’s 

wellbeing.
A safe, welcoming space, where you 
can relax, be yourself, talk to a 
supportive adult or develop new 
friendships. Our youth work team are 
experienced youth work practitioners, 
with training in trauma-informed 
approaches and coaching. They 
provide a friendly and positive 
presence in young people's lives.

For pathways to leadership 
and empowerment, to have more of a 
say in how CREATE runs. This includes 
the content and themes of future 
sessions, but also opportunities to join 
a Youth Forum, and plan and run 
events; to gain Awards; to become a 
Young Volunteer and support 
younger participants.

To be creative. 
Many of our youth work team are also 
artists – with skills in art, music, crafts, 
drama and creative writing. They love 
to inspire and collaborate with young 
people to be creative and express 
themselves. 

We aim to provide opportunities for our 
young people to share their work more 
widely in their community – e.g murals, 
exhibitions, ‘Zines and online.
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Creative
Drop-Ins

Paisley Drop-in 
A weekly evening session, providing a safe and welcoming environment for 
young people age 12-21 to be creative, spend time with friends, meet new 
people and get advice and support from the youth work team.  

Johnstone Create Club 
A weekly after-school drop-in that offers a variety of creative activities for 
young people age 12-21 in Johnstone as well as indoor/outdoor games, 
refreshments and a space to unwind after school. In partnership with 
Active Communities. 

Go CREATE Holiday Programme 
In 2025, our summer programme included day 
trips to the Sea Life Centre, and a Scavenger 
Hunt picnic, as well as a series of 
workshops for families. We also offered 
daytime creative workshops in 
collaboration with Right2Dance and 
The Soundsystem Project.  
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‘When I'm here I feel 
safe and comforted’ 

Young Person 
Paisley Drop In

'Thank you for an 
amazing summer, 
it really helped us 

as a family’
Parent

'She was so nervous 
coming in and I wasn't 

sure whether to leave her 
and now she's having the 

time of her life. 
Thank you so much.’ 

Parent

‘When I am at the club I 
feel happier and safer. 

And I love all the 
activities.’

Young Person 
Paisley Drop-in
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Our creative drop-ins provide safe, welcoming, and inspiring spaces for 
young people. They are a regular, consistent part of our core programme.



Youth Forum (The Magnificent Blue) 
A weekly youth-led drop-in focusing on youth voice, campaigning, 
fundraising and planning events. Highlights in 2025 included creating a 
mindfulness colouring book, inspired by the ocean, and helping to shape 
the design and content of our new website.

Young Volunteers Programme 
In 2025, we launched a new Young Volunteers programme for young 
people aged 16-25. We ran introductory training, group supervisions and 
1:1 support for two cohorts of volunteers who are now supporting sessions 
across Paisley and Johnstone. 
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‘I am excited to become one 
of the new wellbeing 
volunteers because it 

means I get to help others 
and especially young 

people with things like 
mental health…’

Young Volunteer

‘I am excited to be part of 
the volunteering group, I 

feel very accepted and 
supported by the sta�.’

Young Volunteer

‘Thank you for giving me 
so many new opportunities 

to take part in, I am so 
grateful for all the skills you 

have helped me gain over 
this year’.

Young Volunteer
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Youth Forum & 
Young Volunteers
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We offer lunchtime 
drop-ins and creative 
sessions for students 
struggling to re-engage 
with the  mainstream 
curriculum. These sessions 
are led by members of our 
Youth Work team, who run  
creative activities to 
engage young people and 
support their social and 
emotional development. 

Johnstone High School 
» Creative Lunch Club: a weekly lunchtime drop-in for S1-S6. We 

provide creative activities and a safe space to talk to peers and staff. 
» Support Sessions: arts sessions to support young people who are 

struggling with different aspects of school such as timetable 
changes, literacy, attendance and social anxiety. 

Young Carers
In partnership with Renfrewshire Carers. Weekly lunchtime group for 
young carers and friends at 4 different schools on rotation, with support 
from a Renfrewshire Carers worker and craft activities provided by 
Create Paisley staff. 
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Schools
Programme

‘This place is 
going to be 
heaven for 

my creative 
mind.’

Young person at 
Castlehead High School



7

Our community partnerships aim to connect 
and support young people through a range of 
creative activities,  fostering a sense of 
belonging and engagement. We partner with 
other organisations to address community 
needs  and promote positive change. 

Renfrewshire Resettlement Family Group 
In partnership with Renfrewshire Council’s Resettlement team. Fortnightly 
group for refugee and asylum seeker families to learn new creative skills, 
explore, connect and create positive memories. 

Games and Grub 
Led by Active Communities, with Create Paisley staff providing arts and 
crafts, this group offers an evening meal and activities for young people in 
Johnstone in P5-7.

The Red House and Barnardo’s
Taster sessions delivered to small groups of care experienced young people 
to support wellbeing; learn new skills and take part in creative activities. 

Family Zone
In partnership with Methodist Central Hall, these fortnightly sessions for local 
families in Paisley provide art and craft activities to unleash their imagination.

YMCA Circuit Project
Part of a wider, national project, we worked with Renfrew YMCA to deliver 
sessions for care experienced young people around digital literacy, working 
on creating their own digital ‘Zine.
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Community
Partnerships

Father at Family Group: 
‘I wish I could take them 

here every day. They have 
been asking all week when 

can they come back 
to Create?’

'It's so good to have stu� 
like this on that we can go 

to and the kids just love 
coming here after school' 

Parent at Family Zone



PROJECT PARTICIPANTS SESSIONS ATTENDANCES
Paisley Drop-in 68 42 562
Create Club (Johnstone) 56 43 713
Youth Forum 34 42 159
Young Volunteers  11 4 20
Go CREATE (summer trips) 32 8 96

TOTAL 201 139 1,550

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS SESSIONS ATTENDANCES
Johnstone High School - Support sessions 8 6 30
Johnstone High School - lunch club 69 29 402

TOTAL 77 35 432

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS SESSIONS ATTENDANCES
Family Resettlement project 81 33 311
Young Carers 70 32 350
Games and Grub 27 38 585
Family Zone 15 11 78
YMCA Circuit project 5 9 11
Go CREATE family club 28 6 53
Other (community taster sessions) 38 5 41

TOTAL 264 134 1,429
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Our Impact
in 2025-26



Funders 
Allied Vehicles Charitable Trust

Asda Foundation

Cash for Kids

BBC Children In Need

Community Mental Health & 
Wellbeing Fund

Creative Scotland Open Fund 
for Organisations

Dr Guthrie’s Association

Forte Charitable Foundation

Gannochy Trust

Garfield Weston Foundation

GEM Trust

Hugh Fraser Foundation

James T Howat Charitable Trust

James Wood Bequest Fund

Merchants House of Glasgow

The National Lottery Community Fund: 
Young Start

The National Lottery Community Fund: 
Strengthening Organisations

PBS Little Beauties

PTSL

Renfrewshire Council - 
Celebrating Renfrewshire

Renfrewshire Council - 
Cultural Organisations Fund

Renfrewshire Council - 
Local Partnerships

Renfrewshire Council - 
Summer of Fun

Renfrewshire Council - 
Winter Connections

The Robertson Trust 

STV Children’s Appeal

Volunteering Support Fund

William Syson Foundation

Youth Arts Open Fund

Partners
Action for Children

Active Communities

Autism Connections

Barnardo’s

Castlehead High School

Corseford TARA

Crisis Counselling

Engage Renfrewshire

Finding Your Feet

Friends of Barshaw Park

I Am Me Scotland

Invest Renfrewshire

Johnstone High School

Linstone Housing

Linwood High School 

Methodist Central Halls

PACE

Pachedu

Paisley Museum

Police Scotland

Rainbow Turtle 

ReMode 

Renfrewshire Carers

Renfrewshire Council - 
Resettlement Team

Renfrewshire Social Work

Renfrewshire Youth Services

Right2Dance

Scottish Mental Health Arts Festival

St Andrews Academy

The Soundsystem Project 

Trinity High School

Up2Us 

YMCA

Young Foundations - 
Red House Residential
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We extend our heartfelt thanks to our 
funders and partners, including those who 
choose to donate anonymously. Your support 
has been crucial in making our work possible 
and enabling us to have a positive impact on 
young people across Renfrewshire. 
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Thank
You
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Create: In Action



11

CREATE Paisley | FYF Charity Hub, 25 St James Street, Paisley PA3 2HQ | Scottish Charity Number SC043437

Create: In Action
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Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 January 2026

Financial Review

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity 
for the year ended 31 January 2026. The trustees have adopted the 
provisions of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019).

CREATE Paisley | FYF Charity Hub, 25 St James Street, Paisley PA3 2HQ | Scottish Charity Number SC043437

Financial position

The charity reported a deficit of £320 for the year ending 31 
January 2026 (2025: deficit £33,516) and has accumulated 
reserves of £107,342 as at the year end (2025: £107,662).

In addition to the financial grants and donations received 
during the year (detailed in note 3), we are extremely grateful 
for the many individuals who donated their time volunteering 
with us. The work we do would not be possible without our 
amazing volunteers who have helped us during this year. The 
value of services provided by volunteers is not incorporated 
into these financial statements.

Reserves policy

The trustees' policy is to maintain unrestricted funds (i.e. 
funds not committed or invested in fixed assets) at a level 
that equates to between three and six months of operational 
running costs. Based on expenditure in the year this equates 
to a minimum of £64,214. The charity's unrestricted reserves 
at 31 January 2026 amounted to £50,901 (2025: £73,744). 
The trustees recognise that the level of unrestricted reserves 
has been eroded during this financial year, but are satisfied 
that they are at a reasonable level to ensure the ongoing 
viability of the charity. The trustees will continue to monitor 
the reserves level and work towards increasing it.

Grants & Gifts payable

Gifts to external organisations and individuals are considered 
by the trustees on the basis of need and are only made to 
those organisations and activities which are compatible with 
the charitable objectives of the charity. No gifts were made to 
political parties.
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Governing document

CREATE Paisley ("the charity") is a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation number SC043437, governed by 
its written constitution originally adopted on 25 September 
2012 and amended on 7 June 2014.

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees

The charity's trustees are appointed or re-appointed by 
members annually at the Annual General Meeting and 
in accordance with the terms contained in the charity's 
constitution.

Organisational structure

The board of trustees are responsible for the overall direction 
of the charity and serve on a voluntary basis.

Key management remuneration

In the opinion of the trustees there is one member of key 
management; the Chief Executive. This post was paid a gross 
salary of £50,000 during the year to 31 January 2026 
(2025: £50,000).

Risk management

All major insurable risks are subject to normal charity and 
employer's insurance. Contractual risks are reviewed before 
being entered into to assess that they could not significantly 
impact upon the charity's ability to fulfil its objectives. An 
annual review of all areas of risk is undertaken by the trustees 
in conjunction with staff and volunteers responsible for 
the area of activity being reviewed. A safeguarding policy 
is in place and relevant PVG checks are undertaken where 
required for volunteers and staff. Financial risk is assessed 
on a regular basis by the Chief Executive, the treasurer and 
quarterly by the board of trustees.

Approved by order of the board of trustees on 
07/07/2026 and signed on its behalf by:

..........................................................................

S Scott - Chair

@createpaisley CREATE PAISLEY www.createpaisley.org.uk

Report of the Trustees
for the Year Ended 31 January 2026

Structure, Governance
and Management



Independent Examiner’s
Report to the Trustees 
of Create Paisley
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I report on the accounts for the year 
ended 31 January 2026 set out on 
pages sixteen to twenty-nine.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner The 
charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the terms of the Charities and 
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). 
The charity's trustees consider that the audit requirement of 
Regulation 10(1)(a) to (c) of the Accounts Regulations does 
not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts 
as required under Section 44(1)(c) of the Act and to state 
whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of the independent examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with 
Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006. An examination includes a review of the 
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of 
the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion 
on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to 
my attention :

(1)  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any 
material respect, the requirements

» to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 
44(1)(a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006 
Accounts Regulations; and

» to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting 
records and to comply with Regulation 8 of the 2006 
Accounts Regulations 

 have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to 
be reached.

David Nicholls, FCCA

Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants

Brett Nicholls Associates

Herbert House

24 Herbert Street

Glasgow  G20 6NB

Date: 23/07/2026.

CREATE Paisley | FYF Charity Hub, 25 St James Street, Paisley PA3 2HQ | Scottish Charity Number SC043437



16

Statement of Financial Activities
Year Ended 31 January 2026
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Balance Sheet
at 31 January 2026
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The notes on pages 18 to 29 form part of these financial statements
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Notes to the Financial Statements
Year Ended 31 January 2026

@createpaisley CREATE PAISLEY www.createpaisley.org.uk
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20.  PURPOSE OF RESTRICTED FUNDS

Allied Vehicles

Support for Go CREATE, our summer holiday programme

Asda Foundation

Space hire for Paisley drop-in

Cash for Kids

Support for Go CREATE, our summer holiday programme

Celebrating Renfrewshire 2025-26

Support for creative lunch club at Johnstone High School

Children in Need 2025-27

To support the costs of two youth workers in 

Paisley and Johnstone

Community Mental Health & Wellbeing Fund 2025 - 

Contribution to staffing costs to support young people age 

16-25 and their mental health

Creative Scotland Open Fund for Organisations

Community art project ‘The Garden’

Cultural Organisations Fund (Renfrewshire Council)

To support delivery of creative activity for young people, and 

contribution to operational overheads

Dr Guthrie’s Association

Exhibition of young people’s artwork

Forte Charitable Foundation

Support for one of our youth workers and contribution 

to operational overheads 

Foundation Scotland (Volant Trust)

To contribute to costs of delivering weekly creative activities 

for young people aged 11-18 living in Renfrewshire

Gannochy Trust

To support Youth Forum and Young Volunteers programme

GEM Trust

Support for Paisley drop-in

Hugh Fraser Foundation

Funding to support schools outreach

James T Howat Charitable Trust

Running costs of core programme

Volunteering Support Fund

Support for the development of volunteering 

opportunities at Create Paisley, via our Youth Forum 

and Young Volunteers Programme

Local Partnership 2025-26 (Paisley)

Support for Family Zone project

Merchants House of Glasgow

Support for Paisley drop-in

Robertson Trust 2024-26

Funding towards salary costs of two 

Youth Development Managers

Summer of Fun 2025 (Renfrewshire Council)

Support for Go CREATE summer programme

The National Lottery Community Fund Young Start

Funding towards salary costs of two Youth Development 

Managers, plus contribution to overheads

The National Lottery Strengthening Organisations fund

Create Change, two-year programme of 

organisational development

Winter Connections 2025 (Renfrewshire Council)

Snacks, space hire and materials for drop-ins in 

Paisley and Johnstone

Youth Arts Open Fund

Support for young people’s creative activity
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